
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

 

Petition Number: PE1353  

Main Petitioner: Audrey Barnett  

Subject: Chronic Cerebrospinal Venous Insufficiency Liberation treatment for 
Multiple Sclerosis 

Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to carry out or 
encourage urgent research into Chronic Cerebrospinal Venous Insufficiency 
Liberation treatment for Multiple Sclerosis and make it available to sufferers 
as soon as possible.   

 

Background  

Multiple sclerosis (MS) is the most common neurological condition in young 
adults in the UK, affecting around 85,000 people. Scotland has the highest 
incidence of MS in the world with around 10,500 people being affected. The 
number of new cases per year in Scotland is estimated to be between 10-12 
per 100,000 population1. MS can occur at any age, but symptoms are 
mostly first seen between the ages of 20 and 40. Women are more than twice 
as likely to develop MS as men2.  

MS is a condition of the central nervous system (the brain and spinal cord). 
The central nervous system controls the body's actions and activities, such as 
movement and balance. Each nerve fibre in the central nervous system is 
surrounded by a substance called myelin. Myelin helps messages from the 
brain travel quickly and smoothly to the rest of the body. In MS sufferers, the 
myelin becomes damaged. This disrupts the transfer of these messages. MS 
is a lifelong condition, but it is not terminal, although some people will die as 
an indirect result of the condition. Most people with MS can expect to live as 
long as someone without the condition. However, a minority of patients (about 
20%) with MS have a considerably shortened life3.  

 
 
 
                                            
1 Robson, K. (2004) Multiple Sclerosis. SPICe briefing 04/29. Available at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-04/sb04-29.pdf 
2
 MS Society Scotland http://www.mssocietyscotland.org.uk/about_us/index.html 

3
 NHS Choices http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/multiple-sclerosis/Pages/Introduction.aspx 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1353.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-04/sb04-29.pdf
http://www.mssocietyscotland.org.uk/about_us/index.html
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/multiple-sclerosis/Pages/Introduction.aspx
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Chronic Cerebrospinal Venous Insufficiency 

 
In 2009 a new theory on the possible cause of MS was reported by Dr Paolo 
Zamboni, Director Vascular Diseases Center, University of Ferrara, Italy. Dr 
Zamboni considered that the symptoms of MS may be a result of chronic 
cerebrospinal venous insufficiency (CCSVI), which is a chronic problem where 
blood from the brain and spine has trouble getting back to the heart4. The MS 
society states that: 

“There is not enough evidence at this point in time to draw conclusions 
about CCSVI and how it relates to MS. Nothing is known about when 
people with MS get CCSVI, how many people with MS have CCSVI, 
whether CCSVI causes MS or whether MS causes CCSVI. It is also not 
clear whether CCSVI contributes in any way to the course of MS and 
more work is needed before any firm conclusions can be made”5.  

A treatment for CCSVI is balloon dilation, which involves a surgical procedure 
to insert and inflate balloons in the blood vessels to open the veins and 
improve drainage from the brain. However, the MS society states that “it is not 
clear whether or not this treatment will have any beneficial effect on MS and 
only clinical studies will be able to determine this”4.   

Research Funding  

 
The Chief Scientist Office (CSO) within the Scottish Government Health 
Directorates has responsibility for encouraging and supporting research into 
health and health care needs in Scotland.  CSO primarily responds to 
requests for funding research proposals initiated by the research community 
in Scotland and advises the Scottish Government on how research 
contributes to improvements in health and healthcare. Its role is advertised 
throughout the healthcare and academic community.   

The Medical Research Council (MRC) is one of the main agencies through 
which the UK Government supports medical and clinical research. The MRC 
is an independent body which receives its grant-in-aid from the Department 
for Business, Innovation and Skills. The MRC spent £3.6 million on research 
into MS in 2007-08. However, they are not currently funding any research 
specifically into CCSVI.  Details of the MRC’s currently funded research can 
be found in their research portfolio which is accessible on their website at: 
http://www.mrc.ac.uk/ResearchPortfolio/index.htm. The MRC provides funding 
for research through a range of grants and personal awards to scientists in 
universities, medical schools and other research institutes but does not 
normally commission research to address specific questions. Applications are 
generally submitted by the scientific community, and the MRC welcomes high 
quality applications for support into any aspect of human health.  The primary 
considerations in funding decisions are research excellence and importance 

                                            
4
 The Multiple Sclerosis Resource Centre 

http://www.msrc.co.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=show&pageid=2952 
 
5
 MS Society http://www.mssociety.org.uk/research/az_of_ms_research/cd/ccsvi.html 

 

http://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.mrc.ac.uk/index.htm
http://www.mrc.ac.uk/ResearchPortfolio/index.htm
http://www.msrc.co.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=show&pageid=2952
http://www.mssociety.org.uk/research/az_of_ms_research/cd/ccsvi.html
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to health, however high quality proposals in areas of particular strategic 
importance may be given priority in competition for funds6.  

The MS Society states that it is open to funding research into CCSVI and MS 
and that it has encouraged UK-based researchers to submit research 
applications on CCSVI. Information on its grant round can be found at: 
http://www.mssociety.org.uk/research/funded_research/apply_for_funding/ind
ex.html. The US-based National MS Society has also requested applications 
on CCSVI research. The funding decisions were announced in June 2010, 
further information on the research projects can be found at: 
http://www.nationalmssociety.org/news/news-detail/index.aspx?nid=3339.  

The National Institute for Clinical Excellence undertakes technology 
appraisals which are recommendations on the use of new and existing 
medicines and treatments within the NHS in England and Wales and covers 
surgical procedures. It doesn’t list any proposals for an appraisal of CCSVI 
and MS. Further information on the current and proposed appraisals can be 
found on its website at: http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA. 

Scottish Government 

The Scottish Government is aware of the research by Dr Zamboni into 
possible links between CCSVI and MS. The Scottish Government maintains 
an interest in the results of any research which may be of potential benefit and 
which may lead to advances in patient care, regardless of where it takes 
place. Dissemination and publication of research findings are key elements in 
the research process. This research is still at a very early stage, so it would 
not be transferred into changes to treatment at this stage7.    

In response to Written PQ S3W-34578 Shona Robison stated that: 

 “The Scottish Government is aware of the research into possible links 
between chronic cerebrospinal venous insufficiency (CCSVI) and 
multiple sclerosis (MS) but is not aware of any plans at this stage to 
conduct clinical trials in Scotland based on this research. The Scottish 
Government will monitor research being carried out abroad in this area 
and will maintain an interest in the results of any such research which 
may be of potential benefit and may lead to advances in patient care.”  

 
Lizzy Burgess 
Senior Research Specialist 
02 September 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            
6
 Personal Communication Scottish Government August 2010.  

7
 Personal Communication Scottish Government August 2010. 

http://www.mssociety.org.uk/research/az_of_ms_research/cd/ccsvi.html
http://www.mssociety.org.uk/research/funded_research/apply_for_funding/index.html
http://www.mssociety.org.uk/research/funded_research/apply_for_funding/index.html
http://www.nationalmssociety.org/news/news-detail/index.aspx?nid=3339
http://www.nice.org.uk/
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/TA
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/default.aspx?pq=S3W-34578
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SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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